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As Senate Considers Election Reforms, Modernizing Elections 
& Updating Old Voting Machines Remain Priority 

 
HARRISBURG (Sept. 25, 2018) – The Senate State Government Committee today convened a 

public hearing at the Dauphin County Administration Building where they saw a voting machine 

demonstration and took testimony on Senate Bill 1249, one of the first legislative proposals to 

come as a result of the Joint State Government Commission report, “Voting Technology in 

Pennsylvania,” which was released in December 2017. 

“We’re encouraged by the Senate’s work to begin considering recommendations within the 

nonpartisan commission report,” said Ray Murphy, state coordinator for Keystone Votes. “It’s 

important as we head into this new election cycle to ensure that residents have faith in the 

security and integrity of the process. Our hope remains that as they continue to review the 

commission’s recommendations, they will act quickly to help counties modernize election 

systems and update technology. 

“One of the most important recommendations to come from that advisory committee report 

was the need for the Pennsylvania General Assembly to provide funding to help counties buy 

new, modern and secure voting machines to replace those that in some cases are now almost 

20 years old,” Murphy continued. “But it’s more than that. Modernizing and securing elections 

also means implementation of commonsense and proven reforms, and updates to database 

technology, including the use of electronic poll books.” 

The Joint State Government Commission report emphasized the need for the state to provide 

funding for new machines, noting that “jurisdictions would not be able to maintain their 

current electronic voting systems for much longer due to the age of the machines, the scarcity 

of parts, and the costs of repairs and maintenance.” 

The report recommended systems with a voter-verifiable paper record and adequate security 

measures. Right now, 83 percent of Pennsylvanians are voting on vulnerable machines. 
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The total cost to replace voting systems statewide is $125 million. Because election security is a 

critical priority, the administration and General Assembly must agree now to appropriate 

funding as soon as possible to help counties finance upgrades and test systems before 2020. 

Other recommendations included in the advisory committee report include revising the 

Pennsylvania Election Code to keep pace with technological innovations; creating a broad 

commission to review proposed amendments, as proposed by Senate Bill 1249; providing 

incentives that encourage poll workers to attend training; and more. The full joint legislative 

report is available online: http://jsg.legis.state.pa.us/publications.cfm?JSPU_PUBLN_ID=463 

* * * * * 

Keystone Votes is a nonpartisan coalition of advocacy and community organizations joined together to launch a 
coordinated campaign to update Pennsylvania’s election system. Members represent communities across 
Pennsylvania—from seniors and working people to immigrants, people with disabilities and faith leaders. 

Coalition members include leading Pennsylvania-based and national voting advocates and election 
administration experts. For more information, visit www.keystonevotes.org. 
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