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Keystone Votes Urges Legislators to Secure Elections Now  
 

HARRISBURG (December 12, 2017) – Keystone Votes, a nonpartisan coalition comprising 39 

advocacy and community organizations working to update Pennsylvania’s election system, 

today urged legislators to start work now on reforms that would modernize the state’s election 

system and update technology to enhance security and accessibility before the 2018 elections. 

The General Assembly needs to help all 67 counties buy new, modern and secure voting 

machines to replace those that are now almost 20 years old and implement electronic poll 

books and updates to database technology. 

The coalition made its recommendations in testimony submitted today to the Senate State 

Government and Transportation committees, which convened a joint multi-agency hearing on 

election security. 

“Voters are afraid that outside interference and tampering are diminishing the power of honest 

votes. We can address many of their concerns by updating our election system,” said Ray 

Murphy, state coordinator for Keystone Votes. “It should be a top priority for legislators and 

election officials to restore faith in our elections with commonsense reforms. Updating 

technology is the best way to strengthen that system and guarantee the integrity and 

accessibility of the election process.” 

Keystone Votes also noted that the Department of State should use its existing statutory 

authority to ensure that every eligible voter who registers to vote is added to the rolls on time, 

or given an explanation as to why they were not added. Last year, more than 25,000 valid voter 

registrations were delayed until just days before the election, and many more were outright 

lost. Eligible citizens who take the responsibility to register should not be barred from the 

process because of bureaucracy. 

“Pennsylvania just finished one election cycle and another is about to begin. It is critical, 

especially in our current political climate, that citizens have faith in the security and integrity of 

the electoral process,” Murphy said. “Any question in voters’ minds that their vote will count 

has the potential to fatally undermine the bedrock of our democracy.” 

* * * * * 

Keystone Votes is a nonpartisan coalition of advocacy and community organizations joined together to launch a 
coordinated campaign to update Pennsylvania’s election system. Members represent communities across 
Pennsylvania—from seniors and working people to immigrants, people with disabilities and faith leaders. 

Coalition members include leading Pennsylvania-based and national voting advocates and election 
administration experts. For more information, visit www.keystonevotes.org. 
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