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Senate Committee Takes Steps to Make Voting More Convenient 
 
HARRISBURG (June 18, 2019) – The Senate State Government Committee today continued its 
bipartisan work to advance several election reform measures that would make voting more 
convenient, more secure and equally accessible for all who are eligible. The bills, part of a 
broader legislative package introduced earlier this year, represent the first legitimate attempt 
in a generation to update Pennsylvania’s elections. 

“I want to commend the senators for meeting with advocates and voters, for keeping their 
doors open to suggestions and amendments, and for working through some of the complexities 
of these measures to keep the process moving forward,” said Ray Murphy, state coordinator for 
Keystone Votes and deputy director of Pennsylvania Voice. 

“The actions being taken now represent some of the most significant steps in 60 years. Let’s 
keep the momentum going so we can get it done in time for 2020, lest we’re forced to wait 
another generation for change,” Murphy said. 

Keystone Votes, a nonpartisan coalition comprising 41 organizations that have been working for 
years to update the state’s election laws, was among those invited to testify in April on the 
legislative package, Senate Bill 411 through Senate Bill 422, which are designed to reform and 
update Pennsylvania’s election system. 

The centerpiece of that package is a measure (S.B. 411) that would allow for no-excuse 
absentee ballots. Keystone Votes testified previously that the vision of “no excuse” absentee 
voting in this proposal was too restrictive, as it would only offer absentee ballots as an option 
for voters who were away from their municipality on Election Day. The Senate committee 
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approved a measure that removes that limitation, largely because of the advocacy work of 
Keystone Votes and others. 

The measure still contains the provisions that would make this change through a constitutional 
amendment rather than simple legislative enactment. 

The committee also approved legislation (S.B. 414) that would alter absentee ballot deadlines, 
another priority of Keystone Votes.  

Other measures receiving approval includes S.B. 418 to reduce the number of backup ballots 
required per precinct, S.B. 421 to abolish straight ticket or straight party voting as an option in 
general elections, and S.B. 422 to establish the Pennsylvania Election Law Advisory Board. 

All of the measures now advance to the full Senate for consideration. 

For details about Keystone Votes’ position on the measures, CLICK HERE. 

“Throughout this process, lawmakers on both sides of the aisle have kept their doors open and 
have welcomed engagement with groups working to ensure real election reform. That’s a good 
thing. Voters deserve a chance to have their voices heard,” Murphy said. “Those discussions 
and the legislative back and forth are producing positive results. 

* * * * * 

Keystone Votes, a nonpartisan coalition comprising 41 advocacy and community organizations working to 
update Pennsylvania’s election system, has been urging the state to start working now on reforms that would 
modernize the state’s election system, help counties buy modern machines, and update technology to enhance 

security and accessibility before the 2020 elections. More at www.keystonevotes.org. 
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