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Keystone Votes Issues Statement on S.B. 48 Veto 

Measure with important absentee ballot reforms, election security measures caught 

up in end-of-fiscal-year budget politics 
 

HARRISBURG (July 5, 2019) – Keystone Votes, a nonpartisan coalition comprising 41 

organizations that have been working for years to make voting more convenient, more secure 

and equally accessible for all who are eligible, today issued the following statement regarding 

Gov. Tom Wolf’s veto of amended legislation (S.B. 48), which included a number of important 

voting reform and election security measures but which got caught up in budget politics. 

Please attribute the following statement to Ray Murphy, state coordinator for Keystone Votes 

and deputy director of Pennsylvania Voice: 

“What has been an open, transparent and bipartisan process for most of this legislative 

session went off the rails during these final weeks of the fiscal year. It’s disappointing 

that partisanship sidetracked important reform and election security efforts. We need 

to stay on track with these proposals --- especially allowing optional voting by mail and 

revising outdated deadlines for absentee ballot submissions --- and continue full steam 

ahead to get this work done before the 2020 election. 

“Keystone Votes has long advocated for deadlines that follow the best practices of 

other states, where absentee ballots must be postmarked on Election Day and 

physically at the county election office by the seventh day after the election. That 

remains the coalition’s position, as it is consistent with current Pennsylvania law for 

military and overseas absentee ballot voters. People who cast absentee ballots take 

extra steps to exercise their right to vote but often face tight, unreasonable deadlines 

that may invalidate their civic participation or create barriers to voting. 
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“The same goes for election security. It is well established by security experts on both 

sides of the aisle that Pennsylvania’s elections could be the easiest target for foreign 

influence in 2020 unless the commonwealth moves to voter-verifiable paper ballots 

that allows for audits. The seriousness of this issue and the importance of the 2020 

election require immediate resolution to the voting system funding crisis. The General 

Assembly and governor were on the verge of making a significant investment to help 

counties finance replacement of vulnerable voting machines. We remain hopeful that 

the same cooperative spirit emerges as soon as the fall legislative session begins in 

September, because the election security is of the highest importance. 

“We are disappointed in the outcome and frustrated that counties will need to wait for 

financial assistance and voters will have to wait for important reforms, but we remain 

hopeful that both sides will come together in the fall to continue and finish this 

important work.” 

Keystone Votes has been working with the administration and members of the General 

Assembly to secure funding that would help counties modernize their system by making 

investments in both hardware and software. That means new voting systems, electronic poll 

books, and updates to database technology to enhance security. 

* * * * * 

Keystone Votes, a nonpartisan coalition comprising 41 advocacy and community organizations working to 
update Pennsylvania’s election system, has been urging the state to start working now on reforms that would 
modernize the state’s election system, help counties buy modern machines, and update technology to enhance 

security and accessibility before the 2020 elections. More at www.keystonevotes.org. 

http://www.keystonevotes.org/

