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Keystone Votes Issues Statement on S.B. 421 

Measure includes first real updates to election law in 60 years 
 
HARRISBURG (Oct. 29, 2019) – Keystone Votes, a nonpartisan coalition comprising 41 
organizations that have been working for years to make voting more convenient, secure and 
equally accessible for all who are eligible, today issued the following statement after the House 
passed an amended version of a comprehensive voter reform package (S.B. 421). 

“This measure represents the most significant election reform measures in 60 years,” said Ray 
Murphy, state coordinator for Keystone Votes. “The elimination of straight ticket party voting 
however is a serious problem. Election rules should be fair: no one—Democrats or Republicans—
likes a rigged game.”  

Voters do not like when elected leaders enact reforms that appear partisan. Since the heated 
House floor debate in June and the governor’s subsequent veto of S.B. 48, there has been no 
further public debate and discussion about this issue. 

Keystone Votes believed more discussion among affected communities was merited. If the 
change ultimately becomes law --- the measure now goes to the Senate for concurrence, and 
could receive a vote this week --- significant education will be required to ensure the public knows 
about it and understands it. 

 “Eliminating straight party is about trying to tilt the odds to their advantage in 2020. Despite 
that, reducing our voter registration deadline, and taking the pressure off voters to only be able 
to cast their ballot on one day are huge changes that will allow a lot eligible citizens to participate 
in our democracy, especially those who work long and irregular hours,” said Murphy.  

The current package includes a number of important measures that have been foundational to 
Keystone Votes’ work over the years, including a vote-by-mail ballot similar to no-excuse 
absentee voting. According to a recent statewide public opinion poll conducted by Susquehanna 
Polling and Research, nearly two-thirds (64%) of Pennsylvania voters favor no-excuse absentee 
voting, including those who identify as Republican (63%), Democrat (66%) and Independent 
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(59%). Nearly half (42%) of all respondents said they personally (40%) or someone in their 
household or family (2%) would take advantage of the option when it becomes available. 

Other measures in the package are similarly important, including reducing the voter registration 
deadline from 30 to 15 days before an election and extending the tight absentee-ballot deadlines 
that currently ensnare thousands of voters every year. 

The measure goes even further by providing $90 million to help counties finance replacement of 
vulnerable voting machines and systems. It is well established by security experts on both sides 
of the aisle that Pennsylvania’s elections could be the easiest target for foreign influence in 2020 
unless the commonwealth moves to voter-verifiable paper ballots that allows for audits. 

“The coalition’s recent polling found that the integrity of the election process is in serious doubt 
among Democrats, Republicans, and Independents alike. Immediate resolution to the voting 
system funding crisis—which has meant some counties still do not have new, paper-verifiable 
systems in place—is game-changing,” said Maegan Llerena, a coalition leader and Executive 
Director of Make the Road PA, a Latino community organization active in Philadelphia, Allentown, 
and Reading. 

 

* * * * * 

Keystone Votes, a nonpartisan coalition comprising 41 advocacy and community organizations working to 
update Pennsylvania’s election system, has been urging the state to start working now on reforms that would 
modernize the state’s election system, help counties buy modern machines, and update technology to enhance 

security and accessibility before the 2020 elections. More at www.keystonevotes.org. 

http://www.keystonevotes.org/
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