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Law Marks Most Significant Updates to Pa. Elections in 80 Years  

 
HARRISBURG (Oct. 31, 2019) – Gov. Tom Wolf today enacted a new law that makes some of the 
most significant updates to Pennsylvania election laws in more than 80 years, with several 
provisions mirroring Keystone Votes’ long-time platform to ensure elections are safe, secure, fair, 
accurate and accessible all who are eligible. 

“Voters won a lot of new rights today, and those rights are going to make a big difference in the 
2020 elections and beyond,” said Ray Murphy, state coordinator for Keystone Votes, a 
nonpartisan coalition comprising 41 organizations that push for election reforms. 

“In terms of security, convenience and access, Pennsylvania has finally moved away from the 
back of the pack in terms of how we run our elections,” Murphy continued. “The trick now is to 
make sure there is a transparent process for legislative leaders, election administrators and pro-
voter advocates, including members of the Keystone Votes coalition, to work together to make 
sure these changes are implemented smoothly and in time for the Primary Elections in April.” 

Keystone Votes has been engaged with a bipartisan group of lawmakers who have been working 
for more than a year to update the state’s election laws. The coalition also was instrumental in 
advancing online voter registration in Pennsylvania, working to ensure implementation of a 
seamless and coordinated platform. That platform will be key as these other reforms roll out. 

“Barriers to voter registration makes it harder for communities of color to participate in our 
elections,” said Steve Paul, Eastern PA Political Associate for One Pennsylvania. "Voting is a 
fundamental right in our country, yet the history of black political participation in this country 
has been one of struggles. Our hope is that many of these reforms help us reduce the voter 
registration gap with people of color in Pennsylvania and create a level playing field. More voters 
have a chance to register and vote. The No. 1 election reform nationally that can improve voter 
turnout is same-day voter registration, and this law gets us 15 days closer to that ideal. Our 
organization intends to take advantage of the new 15 day deadline.” 

Coalition leaders thanked Gov. Tom Wolf for his relentless focus to improve security and update 
election laws, and they singled out Majority Leader Bryan Cutler (R-Lancaster) and Rep. Garth 
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Everett (R-Lycoming), chairman of the House State Government Committee, for taking on the 
task to finish the work done over the last year-plus by the General Assembly and push through 
the reforms. 

“Everywhere people reference 2020 as the biggest election in history,” said Micah Sims, 
Executive Director of Common Cause Pennsylvania. “But I declare that every election is the 
biggest in history. Let’s not push for an improved process and turnout in 2020, but every year 
and for every election. Now, with this package, we have some very good reforms that will create 
greater engagement and participation. Voters in Pennsylvania won for this next election and all 
elections to come.” 

Proper implementation --- and education by the state to ensure voters know about all the 
changes and new options --- will be critical. 

One of the most significant changes is the addition of a vote-by-mail ballot similar to no-excuse 
absentee voting, which will give residents a more convenient way to participate, especially for 
those who work nontraditional hours or who have trouble making it to polling places because of 
work or family commitments. This option also ensures voting for individuals with disabilities, 
senior citizens and rural voters who can’t get to the polls. 

The new law also will reduce the voter registration deadline from 30 to 15 days before an 
election. Many residents become most interested and engaged in elections in the final weeks 
before Election Day, when campaigns reach their peak, so this change makes it possible for 
Pennsylvanians to now register when they are most engaged and cast their votes. 

The tight absentee-ballot deadlines that currently ensnare thousands of voters every year also 
will be loosened. Mailed-in ballots now must be returned by 8 p.m. on Election Day at the county 
voting office. Previously, absentee ballots had to be in by 8 p.m. on the Friday before the election. 

The measure goes even further by providing $90 million to help counties finance replacement of 
vulnerable voting machines and systems. Keystone Votes has been pushing aggressively for that 
funding, as it is well established by security experts on both sides of the aisle that Pennsylvania’s 
elections could be the easiest target for foreign influence in 2020 unless the commonwealth 
moves to voter-verifiable paper ballots that allows for audits. 

* * * * * 

Keystone Votes, a nonpartisan coalition comprising 41 advocacy and community organizations working to 
update Pennsylvania’s election system, has been urging the state to start working now on reforms that would 
modernize the state’s election system, help counties buy modern machines, and update technology to enhance 

security and accessibility before the 2020 elections. More at www.keystonevotes.org. 

http://www.keystonevotes.org/
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