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Keystone Votes Outlines Ways to Modernize Pa.’s Election 
System during Senate Testimony 

 
HARRISBURG (April 30, 2019) – Keystone Votes, a nonpartisan coalition comprising 40 
organizations that have been working for years to make voting more convenient, more secure 
and equally accessible for all who are eligible, testified today before the Senate State 
Government Committee to provide a pathway to advancing a 22-bill package that represents 
the first legitimate attempt in a generation to update Pennsylvania’s elections. 

“To protect our democracy, voting must be accessible to all citizens --- rural, suburban and 
those who live in cities,” said Ray Murphy, state coordinator for Keystone Votes and deputy 
director of Pennsylvania Voice. “With a few simple tweaks, the bills discussed at this hearing 
could take a giant step toward ensuring that every Pennsylvanian’s vote counts, while further 
safeguarding our election system.” 

Murphy commended Republicans and Democrats who worked together to craft the legislative 
package, which includes Senate Bills 411 through Senate Bill 422, and said his coalition, which 
brings together some of the most recognized leaders and respected voices among top voting 
advocates and voter education groups in the state, has been encouraged by the open and 
transparent process by the committee to solicit input on the measures. 

But he also cautioned that voters and the groups that represent them need to be heard and 
their concerns taken seriously as these measures wind through the legislative process. 

“As encouraged as we are by the momentum and attention these issues are gaining, this is still 
a long process, and it won’t be easy,” he said. “As with any legislation, the devil is always in the 
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details. With this package, there are measures we support. There are bills that will require 
changes or amendments to gain our support. And there is legislation we simply oppose.” 

Keystone Votes analyzed every bill in the package, with a focus on modernizing elections while 
ensuring voting remains equally accessible for all, and provided the committee with its 
comprehensive review. 

Murphy specifically noted that measures (S.B. 411 and S.B. 414) introduced by Sens. Mike 
Folmer and Judy Schwank would, with amendment, update absentee voting to make it more 
convenient and equally accessible for all. 

But several measures include provisions that may violate the state constitution or run afoul of 
the federal Voting Rights Act, or they may have technical issues within the text that hinder the 
actual intent of the measure in making voting more accessible or systems more efficient. 
Keystone Votes suggested revisions and amendments to improve the package. 

“This package, which was crafted by senators, commissioners and election officials, is a good 
first step,” Murphy said. “Streamlined and more cost-efficient election administration is an 
important goal. But modernizing our election also means guaranteeing that everyone has an 
equal chance to participate in our democracy.” 

A full summary of Keystone Votes’ review of the package is available HERE. 

“We need to continue this process over the long run to improve these measures and ensure 
they achieve what they are supposed to achieve,” Murphy said. “Increasing flexibility and 
choice reduces barriers and gives every eligible voter the opportunity to participate in our 
elections and ensure their voices heard,” he said. 

* * * * * 

Keystone Votes, a nonpartisan coalition comprising 40 advocacy and community organizations working to 
update Pennsylvania’s election system, has been urging the state to start working now on reforms that would 
modernize the state’s election system, help counties buy modern machines, and update technology to enhance 

security and accessibility before the 2020 elections. More at www.keystonevotes.org. 
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