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Election Security Helps Drive Latest Push to Overhaul, 
Modernize Pa.’s Election System 

 

HARRISBURG (March 26, 2019) – Election security remains a bipartisan priority among 

lawmakers, scholars and cybersecurity experts alike as Pennsylvania works to curtail the use of 

insecure and vulnerable paperless voting systems in place in counties across the state. 

But buying new machines isn’t enough to fully modernize Pennsylvania elections. For the first 

time in years, efforts also are under way to update the state’s outdated election system, 

including changing the way people vote. 

Pennsylvania’s elections could be the easiest target for foreign influence in 2020 unless the 

commonwealth moves to voter-verifiable paper ballots that allows for audits, according to Lt. 

Col. Anthony Shaffer, who has 38 years of experience in national security and cybersecurity, 

including operational work with the FBI, NSA and CIA. 

Lt. Col. Shaffer, also a FOX News contributor, was among several featured speakers at a 

morning news conference with lawmakers before testifying before the Senate State 

Government Committee on issues related to voting security and funding support for counties to 

replace vulnerable machines and systems that in some cases are nearly 20 years old. 

The full slate of testifiers is available HERE. 

Already 21 counties, or nearly one-third in Pennsylvania, have taken official action toward 

acquiring new voting systems, either through a vote to purchase or lease a system, or a vote to 

approve funding, the Department of State testified. Right now, 83 percent of Pennsylvanians 

are voting on vulnerable machines. 

“Regardless of political affiliation, all of us want the same thing: safe, secure, accessible modern 

elections,” said Ray Murphy, state coordinator for Keystone Votes, a nonpartisan coalition 

comprising 40 organizations that have been working for years to update Pennsylvania’s 

elections. 
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Keystone Votes has been working with the administration and members of the General 

Assembly to secure funding that would help counties modernize their system by making 

investments in both hardware and software. That means new voting systems, electronic poll 

books, and updates to database technology to enhance security. 

Murphy noted that as Pennsylvania has undertaken a comprehensive review of voting machine 

security to update systems, it has also begun to examine more closely the need to modernize a 

state election code that hasn’t been updated in more than 60 years. 

In January, a bipartisan group of state Senators --- led by Republican state Sen. Mike Folmer 

and the committee chairman who spearheaded the hearing today --- introduced a package of 

bills that will initiate the process of making long-needed reforms to modernize Pennsylvania’s 

election system. 

“Pennsylvania is now seeing more activity on legitimate election reform issues than it has in 

years,” said Murphy, who noted that many of the reforms, such as making the use of absentee 

ballots less restrictive to allow voters to vote early and by mail, mirror proposals Keystone 

Votes has been working to advance for years. 

Additional reviews will be needed once the full package is introduced and hearings are 

scheduled. Other ideas may be offered as well. 

For example, proven election reforms --- implementation of electronic poll books, voting by 

mail using a no-excuse absentee ballot, pre-registration for youth, and more --- have been tried 

and tested in other states, garnering broad support from Republicans and Democrats alike. But 

so far, they haven’t been implemented here. But that may change if momentum continues. 

“As important as it is to make sure every vote is counted, it is equally important to ensure that 

voters have a voice as all of these reforms are debated,” Murphy said.  

* * * * * 

Keystone Votes, a nonpartisan coalition comprising 40 advocacy and community organizations working to 
update Pennsylvania’s election system, has been urging the state to start working now on reforms that would 
modernize the state’s election system, help counties buy modern machines, and update technology to enhance 

security and accessibility before the 2020 elections. More at www.keystonevotes.org. 
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